Motion

Amend the Australian Border Collie Breed Standard so that it is completely consistent with that of the United Kingdom Kennel Club Standard: in effect adopt the United Kingdom Kennel Club Standard as the Australian Standard.

Rationale

The Border Collie is now an internationally recognized breed 

As such there should be a common international standard that protects the integrity of the breed so that all the characteristics that define the Border Collie are preserved

The rationale of this motion that the UK. Kennel Club Standard should apply is that the Border Collie originated in Northern England, Scotland and Wales, that the widest gene pool of the breed exits in that region and that by adopting the Standard of the Country of Origin the integrity of the breed is most likely to be preserved.

Having different individual National Standards will lead eventually to individual national variants, this probably destroying the integrity of the breed or certainly threatening any potential international competition. Potentially this could result in, say, the top Border Collie recognized throughout Europe either being ineligible or unacceptable for showing and/or breeding in Australia: surely a ridiculous scenario.

A common standard would also facilitate the use of international judges, of particular benefit to an isolated country such as Australia, without them having to adapt their judgements according to the idiosyncrasies of the host country. This would be of similar benefit to Australian judges prospectively viewing the wider world judging scene. 

One argument for an individual National Standard is that it allows the development of an animal more suited to the local conditions. However this argument ignores the fact that it is one thing to set a standard based on what the breed is wished to be, or what the fashion of the day is, but quite another to establish the standard based on what the breed actually is with respect to genetic makeup, size, conformation, alertness, eye, instinctive behaviour: all those elements that make up what is the Border Collie.

 The former approach will eventually create either a variant of the breed or a new breed that looks like the original but lacks the fundamentals. Any changes made to the Standard to restrict one or more of the genetic elements of the breed run the serious risk of so reducing the gene pool that undesirable deficiencies may arise. 

This motion is not suggesting the Australian Standard automatically adopt each and every change made to the UK. Standard as and when they are made, rather that such changes are thoroughly evaluated here before adoption or otherwise, through the normal voting channels. Ideally arrangements should be negotiated between the UK. Kennel Club and the ANKC., allowing Australian input into any proposed changes. This is no different from that which already occurs in a wide range of international agreements between other national bodies.

 Such adoption still allows breeders, if so inclined, to breed Border Collies along populist lines and facilitates those who breed to retain the Border Collie’s overall abilities, characteristics and instinctive behaviour which are shown to such great effect in many disciplines.

The proposer would apply the same reasoning to the Australian Cattle Dog, Kelpie and the Dingo. Who could legitimately argue against the Australian National Kennel Council setting the Standards for those dogs?

IN  FAVOUR   [    ]       AGAINST   [    ]

