SUBMISSION TO NBCC – BREED STANDARD

Please note that these submissions are separate agenda items and that we wish to keep them separate when being voted on.  We do not want them to be voted on in the same fashion as last time where they were all lumped into one ‘breed standard item’ and then voted on.

Thank you

BCCNSW Inc

Item 1. That the ear carriage be changed to again include “rose ears”.

Rationale

· Since the removal of this type of ear carriage from the breed standard many Border Collies are having their ear carriage artificially changed to semi erect. 

· The change is done either by surgery or taping (strapping) the ears.

· Breeders/exhibitors who are ethical and not adopting these measures are being penalized.  

· Because of this practice of artificially changing ears, unaware breeders maybe using stud dogs or bitches that do not have a natural semi-erect ear carriage.  

IN  FAVOUR   [  ]      AGAINST    [    ]

Item 2. That the Breed Standard Colours to be changed to

Colour – A variety of primary body colour’s are permissible in bi-colour, tri-colour,  merle or sable combinations. White markings may be clear or ticked, but white should never dominate. Colour and markings are always secondary to the overall physical evaluation. In each case the basic body colour must predominate and be the background colour of the dog.

Solid or bi-colour: black and white, blue and white, red and white, chocolate and white, lilac and white. 

Tri-colour: solid or bi-colour with white markings and tan point’s ie black tri, blue tri, red tri, chocolate tri, lilac tri. 

Merle-colour: solid body colour with merling pattern (splashed/marbled), white markings and/or tan points ie blue merle, red merle, and chocolate merle.

Sable: dark tipped coat over a background colour that is usually red or tan (more a pattern than coat colour, but naturally occurring in the breed) with white markings.

Rationale 

The Border Collie is a versatile breed successful in many disciplines. The current gene pool of ANKC main registered Border Collies frequently produces colours which are not described in the present standard. Many dogs of current non-standard colours have desirable characteristics (including structure or conformation) which are valued by their owners who may wish to breed from them to maintain such traits. These dogs of non standard colour may also excel in performance activities, and are thus valuable to contribute to gene pool for these events. 

Australia (1994) current standard is………..

Colour - Black and white, blue and white, chocolate and white, red and white, blue merle and the tri-colour black, tan and white. In each case the basic body colour must predominate and be the background colour of the dog.

Standards from around the world

The Kennel Club (Britain 1988) Origin of the Border Collie

Variety of colours permissible. White should never predominate.

South Africa (2003)

Variety of colours permissible. White should never predominate.

America (2004)

The Border Collie appears in all colors or combination of colors and/or markings. Solid color, bi-color, tri-color, merle and sable dogs are to be judged equally with no one color or pattern preferred over another. White markings may be clear white or ticked to any degree. Random white patches on the body and head are permissible but should not predominate. Color and markings are always secondary to physical evaluation and gait. 

New Zealand

A variety of colours is permissible, but white should never predominate.

FCI Standard Group 1, 297 (1988)

FCI members use the standard from country of origin, that is the standard

from Great Britain.

Some member countries that use this standard are: Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Culumbia, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, India, Irland, Italy, Neverlands, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa, Sweden & Switzerland


Australia is the only country which has restrictions regarding body

colour in the Border Collie standard, which in turn impacts on import and export of dogs that currently do not fall within the Australian breed standard for main registration. The Border Collie has a narrowing gene pool in Australia, within which occurs a number of genetically linked disorders. Limitations in colour severely compromises breeders, (and exhibitors) choice in seeking new additions to the gene pool that are from countries overseas. It remains foremost in the minds of the breeders that form, function, temperament and structure are of utmost importance, and that choice of colour is of an individual preference.

IN   FAVOUR   [    ]     AGAINST   [    ]

Item 3. That the Eyes colour in the standard be changed to: Mid to dark brown in black pigmented dogs. Mid to lighter brown in other pigment colours. Blue eyes or part blue eyes are permissible in merles.

IN  FAVOUR   [    ]     AGAINST   [    ]

Item 4.  That the Nose colour in the standard be changed to: The nose colour shall determine the basic pigment colour of the dog. Pigment colours are black, chocolate (brown), blue (slate)& lilac. Red Coat  Colour may occur with any of the four pigment colours. The nose is to be fully pigmented except in the case of merles which may have partial pigment.

Rational for items 3 and 4

To correct the current standard which does not make sense genetically and to bring it into line with the expanded coat colour section.


